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ClimateWest’s work occurs on the traditional land of 

many Indigenous Nations and covers the Territories of 

Treaties 1 through 8, and 10. 

Acknowledgement

Our office is located on Treaty 1 Territory, the historic 

meeting place of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Inninewuk, 

Anishininiwag, Dakota and Dene, and the Homeland of 

the Métis Nations.



• About ClimateWest

• Knowledge products

• Trends in resilience building in AB, SK and MB

• Tools for municipal adaptation planning, funding sources, 

advice

• Upcoming Forum in Edmonton and online May 8 and 9

• Questions

Outline



ClimateWest Board:



Vision:  Communities, businesses, non-profits and 

governments across Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba 

are equipped to thrive in the face of a changing climate due 

to decisions informed by the best science, expertise and 

training that is tailored to meet their needs.

Mandate:  To deliver credible, useful, and timely climate 

information, data, and tools tailored to the region in support 

of positive adaptation to a changing climate.



Who is ClimateWest?



A Snapshot of the Changing Prairie Climate

• The number of hot days that 

exceed 30°C is expected to 

triple or even quadruple 

across the southern Prairies.

- Prairie Climate Centre





• While climate change is 

anticipated to bring some 

benefits for the Prairies, 

the total economic impact 

is projected to be 

overwhelmingly negative 

and significant.

- All One Sky Foundation



Projected annual economic losses across 

the Prairies in 2050s



Uncertainty Primer

• 3 types of uncertainty: Model, 

Scenario, Internal Variability

• Plan for a range of plausible 

scenarios.

• Use information from multiple 

sources, including traditional 

knowledges.

- Prairie Adaptation Research 

Collaborative 



For our Future: Indigenous Resilience Report

- Not a ClimateWest Report; 

Indigenous-led

- Five key messages e.g.:



• Fortunate to have Municipal Climate Change Action Centre 

(MCCAC) in AB.

• Many more organizations working on adaptation

• Indigenous communities and municipalities leading the way

• Extreme events motivating action 

• National Adaptation Strategy (Nov. 2023): a framework for action

• Each organization need its own risk and vulnerability assessment

• Need more planning based on climate data, future scenarios 

Adaptation Trends, Learnings



Tools



Tools

• Understand how climate 

in your region is 

projected to change.

• Prioritize impacts 

considering your 

economy, infrastructure, 

services, health, etc.

• Identify actions.



Tools



Regional Planning

- Not a ClimateWest Report, 

led by Edmonton 

Metropolitan Region Board

- 13 municipalities 

- The “very high” and “high” 

risks were addressed in 

action planning e.g. wildfire 

smoke, extreme heat

- Assessed the costs of 

inaction and adaptation 

investment required



Green Municipal Fund (Federation of Canadian Municipalities)

• Spring 2024: Adaptation in Action (infrastructure, wetlands, 

testing assets, canopies, etc.)

• Fall 2024: Local Leadership on Climate Adaptation (risk 

assessments, adaptation plans, etc.)

• Connect with GMF: gmfinfo@fcm.ca; 1-877-250-0550

Infrastructure Canada - examine the risk and resilience of the 

project to climate change related disruptions or impacts

Foundations: Coca-Cola Foundation; RBC Foundation; Trottier 

Family Foundation  (Source: Eco-West)

Funding Sources

mailto:gmfinfo@fcm.ca


• Know: the range of plausible scenarios, understand worst case

• Collaborate: youth perspectives and Indigenous knowledges 

• Assess risks and vulnerabilities: specific to your organization 

or community

• Have a plan. Also helps with grant applications.

• Invest now: every $1 invested = up to $15 in benefits (Canadian 

Climate Institute, 2022)

Advice





Connect With Us
Help Desk: 204-995-6514
Email: info@climatewest.ca

X: @climatewest_ca
LinkedIn: @ClimateWest
Newsletter: www.climatewest.ca

Kerra Chomlak
Executive Director

204-995-6514
kchomlak@climatewest.ca

ClimateWest is a regional climate services 
organization supported by the Governments of 
Canada, Alberta, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan.



Costs of climate change impacts on Prairies

$11.5B (2050s) to $28.9B (2080s) losses from public health impacts

$0.7B to $1.8B losses from reduced labour supply

$1.6B to $3.8B damages to road & rail infrastructure and associated delays

$0.6B to $1.1B damages to T&D infrastructure and changes in electricity demand

$1.2B to $1.8B losses from river & stormwater flood damages to buildings and contents

$3.4B to $4.3B increases in farmland values from improved productivity

$3.4B annual GDP losses for Prairies, Yukon and NWT from reduced timber supply

$3.3B losses from excess deaths due to historic wildfire smoke-PM2.5 (2013-2018) 
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