
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent algal blooms in Lake Winnipeg have received a lot of media 
attention, but the dynamics of the lake are not well understood by the 
public. Students at Sisler High School set out to increase public 
awareness about the lake and current research.  

The school hosted a one hour video conference, inviting other schools 
to join them in learning more about the current health status of Lake 
Winnipeg. The Lake Winnipeg Foundation and the Lake Winnipeg 
Research Consortium presented current research covering a variety of 
topics including invasive species, phosphorous counts, and algal 
blooms. Two hundred and forty students from both Canada and the 
U.S. tuned in to learn about the lake.     

The students were keen to learn more about Lake Winnipeg first-hand 
and participated in a hands-on educational research program where 
they the collected and studied water and soil samples. They measured 
water quality, oxygen levels at the surface and bottom of the lake, 
water clarity, turbidity, algal toxin levels, and examined biodiversity 
by studying phytoplankton and zooplankton samples.  

  
 

The Lake Winnipeg Watershed 

Lake Winnipeg’s watershed drainage basin is the second largest 
watershed in Canada. It stretches across 4 Canadian provinces and 4 U.S. 
States including Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Montana, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, and the northern tip of South Dakota. Lake 
Winnipeg itself is the 10th largest freshwater body in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade: 9-12 Sustainability 
Circle 

Teacher: Matthew Robak 
 

Dive A Little Deeper  

 Visit the links below for more information: 

Sisler’s Sustainability Circle 
Learn more about the student’s actions and 
what they learned about Lake Winnipeg  

Lake Winnipeg Foundation 
Learn more about Lake Winnipeg, and 
teaching resources including field trips, 
presentations and publications. 

Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium 
Learn more about the science of the lake and 
the lake ecology field program 

 

Sisler High School 
Lake Winnipeg Watershed, Manitoba 
 
Lake Winnipeg Online Conference  
 

From left to right: Philips and Winnice (students) holding a sample of preserved Zebra mussels, students on board the NAMAO research vessel.   
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