
 

 

 

 

 

 

How rain gardens help 

Rain gardens are designed to allow rainwater to absorb slowly into the 
ground. Native plants growing in layers of permeable materials such as 
gravel, loamy soil and mulch, allow water to filter through the ground 
rather than rush over a harder surface. This helps to slow down and 
temporarily detain some of the water to relieve some of the pressure on 
municipal storm drain systems.    

 

 

Grade:  

Whole school involvement 

Dive A Little Deeper 

Agincourt Road Public School 
Pinecrest Creek Watershed, Ontario 

School Ground Rain Garden 
 

The Pinecrest Creek watershed is one of the most urbanized 
watersheds in the City of Ottawa. The amount of hard, impermeable 
surfaces paired with minimal areas to treat stormwater contribute to 
high runoff in this watershed.  

The students at Agincourt Road Public School took hands-on action to 
increase permeability, slow down rain water, and reduce stormwater 
runoff by planting a rain garden and a quiet garden on their school 
grounds. Over 300 students planted 300 native plants including 4 
deciduous trees, 25 shrubs and 218 perennials, wildflowers and 
grasses. Both of these gardens have reclaimed previously impervious  
areas by “de-paving” 155 square metres of asphalt and replacing it 
with vegetation that will collect run-off from adjacent hard surfacing.  

Leading up to the rain garden installation, students participated in a 
series of workshops to learn about watersheds and their importance, 
understand how run-off is impacted by non-porous surfaces and how 
rain gardens can filter and slow down run-off. 

Visit the links below for more information: 

Rain Gardens: Improve Stormwater 
Management in Your Yard 
The Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation shares information about 
how to create a rain garden.   

Green Street in Ottawa  
Learn how the City of Ottawa is integrating 
rain gardens into a city street scape.  

From left to right: Students planting the school’s rain and quiet gardens; depaved area of the school ground reclaimed with native plants.  
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