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Schedule 

Registration  8–8:30am  

Young 
Welcome 
Centre 

Opening 
Remarks 8:30–8:50am Atrium 

Breakout  
Sessions 9–9:50am 

Greening Your Grounds: Talking to Homeowners about Low Impact 
Development  
The challenges created by urban stormwater runoff are large and complex. 
By sharing these complex issues in an engaging way, we can provide 
homeowners with the knowledge and the tools to implement projects on 
their own property and become part of the solution.    
Find out more about the marketing materials, outreach strategies, workshop 
outlines and other resources that have been developed over the past two 
years as part of the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) 
Greening Your Grounds program. Participants will receive a free copy of 
Greening Your Grounds: A Homeowners Guide to Stormwater Landscaping 
Projects. 

Erin Schulz, Toronto 
and Region 
Conservation Authority 

Meeting 
Room 2 

Breakout 
Sessions 9–9:50am 

Policy Tools to Support Green Infrastructure for Stormwater 
Management: Toronto in Comparative Perspective 
This presentation will highlight findings from a research project funded by 
the Ryerson Centre for Urban Research and Land Development that examines 
the current state of municipal policies, finance tools and policy instruments 
being used to support the shift from grey to green-infrastructure with a 
particular focus on stormwater management. The presentation will review 
the various policy instruments that are being used to facilitate green 
infrastructure choices by both municipalities and the private sector.  

Carolyn Johns and 
Faisal Shaheen, 
Ryerson University Atrium 

Breakout 
Sessions 9–9:50am 

Flooding and Storm Water Management Strategies at Evergreen Brick 
Works 
This presentation will describe the causes of flooding, with a focus on the 
Don River Watershed and recent flood learnings at Evergreen Brick Works.  
Participants will learn about the storm water management features at 
Evergreen Brick Works and how they can apply these to their own homes 
and workplaces. 

Luuk Postuma, 
Evergreen Blakes Room 
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Breakout 
Sessions 10–10:50am 

 
Get LID Into the Ground: Best Bets for Community Buy-in from RAIN 
and Depave Paradise 
The RAIN program is an urban stormwater program designed to maximize 
community engagement and action. Designed by Green Communities 
Canada, it has been implemented in partnership with community groups 
across Ontario and beyond. This presentation will look at the unique 
partnerships in Kitchener-Waterloo, where RAIN, implemented by REEP 
Green Solutions, assists cities with getting community buy-in for their 
stormwater rate and credit programs.  

Cheryl Evans, REEP 
Green Solutions;  
Clara Blakelock, Green 
Communities Canada Blakes Room 

Breakout 
Sessions 10–10:50am 

Headwaters: Rural and Urban Challenges 
Headwater catchments, small streams, wetlands and groundwater form the 
foundation of Ontario’s watersheds and nurture a great portion of our 
biodiversity. This presentation will describe the key ecological goods and 
services headwaters provide, summarize challenges being faced by 
headwaters in rural, urbanizing and urban settings and outline enhanced 
policy and program delivery to better safeguard headwater and watershed 
health. 

Andrew McCammon, 
Ontario Headwaters 
Institute 

Meeting 
Room 2 

Breakout 
Sessions 10–10:50am 

Maintaining an Insurable Housing Market in Canada: The Need for a 
Home Adaptation Audit Program 
From 1983 to 2008, the insurance sector in Canada planed for catastrophic 
loss claims in the range of $200-500 million per year. However, since 2009 
forward, total annual catastrophic claims have exceeded $1 billion per year, 
with 2013 hitting $3.2 billion. Flooding, following high intensity and 
duration precipitation events, has been the major culprit driving these 
escalating claims. 
 
The session will focus on one means to reduce costs associated with 
flooding—a Home Adaptation Audit Program (HAAP). A HAAP consists of 
assessing 100 points of reference around a house, and generally emerging 
with a short-list of executable and inexpensive means to lower the 
probability of future basement flooding. A HAAP is a prime example of “low 
hanging fruit” that can be used to de-risk the residential housing market in 
Canada relative to extreme weather. 

Dr. Blair Feltmate, 
Interdisciplinary Centre 
for Climate Change Atrium 
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Breakout 
Sessions 11–11:50am 

Humber River Watershed: Human Interventions and Indigenous Species 
Alan Colley will discuss community and research-based observations around 
the human impacts on local watershed species and the effect that plays in 
the broader challenges faced by urban watersheds. 

Alan Colley 
(Naadmaagit Ki Group) Blakes Room 

Breakout 
Sessions 11–11:50am 

Monitoring for Cumulative Effects Assessment in Urban Watersheds: The 
Canadian Water Network Experience 
This presentation will look at case studies from two watershed based 
cumulative effects monitoring projects (research and implementation)—The 
Grand River Watershed Research Consortium and the Saint John Harbour 
Environmental Monitoring Partnership. It will identify lessons learned for 
other groups interested in developing or refining their watershed based 
monitoring programs. 

Janice Levangie, 
Canadian Water 
Network 

Meeting 
Room 2 

Breakout 
Sessions 11–11:50am 

Stormwater Management in a Changing Climate at the City of Toronto 
This presentation will provide a high-level overview of stormwater 
management at the City of Toronto, starting in 1987 when the International 
Joint Committee labelled Toronto and Region as an "Area of Concern", 
through 2003 and the introduction of the City's Wet Weather Flow Master 
Plan, and up to present day. The presentation will outline the challenges 
Toronto Water, and the City of Toronto as a whole, face with respect to 
stormwater management. 

Kurtis Elton, City of 
Toronto Atrium 

Grab-and-Go 
Lunch 11:45am–12:15pm 

Young 
Welcome 
Centre 

Lunchtime Panel 12:30–1:45pm 

Toronto’s Ravines 
The objective of the panel is to engage local leaders in a dialogue on the 
management of Toronto’s ravine system and the value of the ecosystem 
services they provide, including public perspective on approaches to 
aligning priorities that advance collaboration among the many groups 
working across the city ravines on public engagement, conservation and 
restoration activities.  

Carolyn Woodland, 
TRCA;  
Mark Wilson, 
Waterfront Toronto; 
Megan Torza, DTAH;  
Norman DeFraeye, 
City of Toronto;  
Shelley Petrie, The 
Greenbelt Foundation Atrium 
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Waterlution Lab 2–4pm 

Connecting People and Ideas in Urban Watersheds  
Waterlution is a facilitator of multi-stakeholder dialogue that uses processes 
and content to engage young leaders, organizations, businesses and 
communities in fostering pattern-breaking and pattern-making change 
towards inclusive, sustainable ways to manage water. Waterlution’s purpose 
is to inspire pattern-making and pattern-breaking change towards a healthy 
and sustainable relationship with water.  

Karen Kun, 
Waterlution Atrium 

 


